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GLB            T 
An Editorial by: Barbara Jean 

 

 

 

 

On one of my board there was a question about a rumor of the T separating from the GLB.  

Well this rumor has been actually going on for many years.  For years it been felt that the gay/

lesbian community was saying ñlet us get our rights and then we will come back for yours.ò 

 

There have been many hard feeling of the gay/lesbian community by the transgender  

community especially after the debacle by HRC where Joe Solomonese at the Southern  

Conference had said that HRC would not support any ENDA that did not include gender, but 

then right after saying that Rep. Barney Frank introduced a version of ENDA that did not  

include gender and HRC supported the idea of a ENDA that did not include us.  Just as the 

wounds of this were beginning to heal at the SCOTUS hearings on same sex marriage in March 

of this year an HRC staffer told a transgender person to take their transgender flag out of  

camera view.  They claimed that Marriage was not a transgender issue 

 

HELLO HRC!!!!  Marriage not a transgender issueé Perhaps they should study the case of 

Christy Littleton, J. Noel Garner, and Nikki Araguz, all post op transsexuals who after having 

the surgery married men who later died and were denied widow benefits when family of the 

deceased made light of the fact that they were originally male.  Courts in all three cases have 

said that since chromosomes have not changed they were still male and that their marriage 

never happened since the state did not recognize same sex marriage.  Most recently Thomas 

Beatty, the ñPregnant Manò was denied a divorce from his wife with the court saying that he 

was not a man since he still had female reproductive organs. 

 

While many of the civil rights issue of the GLB are the same for the transgender, yes we do 

have issue that are different from the GLB.  Issue like bathrooms, locker room and showers, 

name change issues, medical issues, issues of housing in homeless shelters and jails, and even 

more so for us, employment issues. 

 

Employment, for the GLB it was simply a matter of donôt ask, donôt tell, but unlike the GLB we 

are visible, our closet is far different than theirs. 

 

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, they are all sexual orientations.  Transgender on the other hand has 

more to do with identity.  We the transgender may be heterosexual, bisexual,  homosexual or 

even asexual.  Civil right is an issue that we all share the need for.  I think we the transgender 

have suffered more from things like discrimination and hate crimes than the gay/lesbian  

community. 
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Which is the bigger community, the GLB or the T?  I recall one survey where it was said that 

about 30% of the population was heterosexual, 55% was bisexual 10% was homosexual and 5% 

was asexual.  I think if we look at the transgender community we would find the percentages to 

be very close to that of the general population.  When it comes to visibility though, the GLB is a 

far larger community than we are.  This is due to the fact that so many of who are part of the 

transgender community are deep in the closet.  Discrimination has made them fearful to come 

out. 

 

While we do have our own organizations such as NTAC, we do not have the dollars to hire  

lobbiest to the sense that the GLB community has.  As a result we cannot influence state and 

federal legislatures as well as the GLB can. 

 

Should the T separate from the GLB?  Can we separate from them?  I think in both cases the 

answer is NO! 

 

No matter if we are gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered, or even straight allies, we should 

never forget the words of Martin Nemoiler ñIn Nazi Germany they first came for the communist 

and I did not speak out.  I was not a communist.  Then they came for the Jews and I said  

nothing.  I was not a Jew.  They came for the trade unionist and I said nothing, I was not a trade 

unionist.  They then came for the Catholics, but I remained silent for I was a protestant.  Then 

they came for me, but there was no one left to speak out.ò  Nothing can be accomplished by  

being divisive, clearly there is more strength in unity. 

 

Vice President Joe Biden has said that the transgender is the civil rights issue of our times.  

Next month we will find out if the gay/lesbian community has won or lost their big issue.  The 

question comes if they win will they be there for us or will they again throw us under the bus. 

Lip Color: Gloss, Stain, Lipstick, Balm, and More 
By Lisa Fields 

WebMD Feature 

 

If you've been loyal to the same lipstick brand and color for the past decade or more, you may 

not realize that there are many new and different products to color and brighten your lips. You 

can wear any of the many lip color products separately or layered together to update your look. 

"There are no rules of right or wrong to lip color," says Clarissa Luna, a New York-based  

celebrity makeup artist. "Whatever you feel comfortable with is what you should use." 

 

Before you think about lip color, though, consider lip health. Remember to protect this sensitive 

skin from the sun, because the lips can develop skin cancer, says Ellen Marmur, MD, associate 

professor of dermatology at Mount Sinai Medical Center in New York. Look for lip color  

products that contain at least SPF 15 or use a lip-friendly sunscreen product. 

 

"Make it part of your morning routine, before your lipstick," Marmur says. 

When shopping for lip color products, don't test samples on your lips that others have used. 

http://www.webmd.com/lisa-fields
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"You don't want to get herpes or staph infections," Marmur says. "I would put it on your hand, 

not your lips, unless they open something fresh for you." 

 

Read on to learn about the different categories of lip color products available today: 

 

Lip Gloss 

 
When you hear the words "lip gloss," you may envision 13-year-olds applying bubble  

gum-colored gloss on the bus ride to school, but there are a wide variety of colors to appeal to 

everyone, not just adolescents. 

"They cater to different needs and age groups," says Jeanne San Diego, a freelance makeup  

artist based in Southern California. "There are so many different kinds: full color, sheer, glitter, 

SPF protection. Some are more sheer and some give you a more natural look, like a hint of 

color." 

Good for... people with dry skin, because lip gloss tends to be moisturizing. 

Avoid if... you're seeking long-lasting color, since gloss comes off quicker than lipstick. It can 

also be messy, because it stays moist the entire time you wear it. 

 

Lip Balm  

 
Lip balms have moved beyond the basic and into the cosmetics industry. Tinted balms offer a 

hint of color with sheer to medium coverage and a satin finish, plus moisture. 

"They often have SPF, which is great, plus vitamin E and shea butter, which soften the lips," 

Luna says. "It's a see-through color, not a full-color commitment, so you don't have to worry 

about looking in the mirror and making it perfect." 

Good for... people whose lips are dry or tend to chap. 

Avoid if... you seek bold, deep, dark coverage. 

 

Lip Stains 

 
If you want all-day color with no upkeep, consider lip stains. These liquid-based products are 

painted onto the lips. Once they dry, they last 8 to 12 hours. The matte stain is so enduring, in 

fact, you'll need to remove it with makeup remover at the end of your day. 

"You have to be careful and get a perfect application," says David Maderich, a New York-based 

celebrity makeup artist. "Once it's dried, it's not coming off." 

Lip stains can be very drying, so it's best to apply a moisturizing balm first. Stains can also 

draw attention to chapped lips or wrinkles around the mouth. 

Good for... people who want all-day color and those who don't like the feel of lipstick. 

Avoid if... your lips are dry or tend to chap. 

 

Lipstick  

 
Historically, lipstick was very matte with full color. (Picture Marilyn Monroe's signature red 

lips.) There are many more options now. 

"Today, there's gloss, glaze, luster and satin finish, as well as matte, and any cosmetics line 
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would carry 30 to 40 colors in all finishes," Luna says. 

Remember to reapply lipstick frequently, because it wears off after you eat or drink. 

Good for... adding full color to the lips in a variety of colors and finishes. 

Avoid if... you want long-lasting color. 

 

Long-wear Lipstick 

 
A newer type of lipstick is thick, opaque, long-lasting lipstick for women who want to apply 

color in the morning and have it last all day. 

Like long-lasting lip stains, long-wear lipsticks are sold in liquid form. You paint them onto 

your lips, where they stay in place for 8 to 12 hours after drying. You take them off with 

makeup remover. But that's where the similarities end. 

"A tint or a stain is more like a sheer color and doesn't have any coverage," Maderich says. 

"Super-wear lipstick has a lot of coverage." 

Long-wear lipsticks can feel dry, so they're usually sold with a moisturizing clear lip gloss, to 

be worn as a top coat. 

"It feels better and gives lips a little shine," Maderich says. 

Good for... people who want all-day color. 

Avoid if... your lips are dry or tend to chap. 

 

Lip Liner  

 
Many people who wear lip liner apply pencil to the outline of their lips to help their lipstick stay 

in place. The matte liner acts as a barrier, preventing creamier lipstick from migrating onto the 

skin surrounding the mouth. 

Some people color in their lips entirely with liner before applying lipstick, because lipstick 

comes off after eating and drinking but lip liner doesn't ï they don't want to be seen with bare 

lips surrounded by bold lip liner. 

"Coloring in the lips gives you a longer-lasting look," San Diego says. "Top it with a little clear 

lip gloss to give it a long-lasting lipstick look, because it tends to be on the drier side." 

For a seamless look, match your lip liner color to your lipstick. 

Good for... outlining the lips before applying lipstick to define the lips and create a barrier to 

contain lipstick. 

Avoid if... you aren't planning to wear a significant amount of lip color, such as sheer lip balm. 
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by Adina Zilberman  

 

Like clothing, shoes and red lipstick, applying eye 

makeup shouldn't come with one-size-fits-all      

expectations. That's because beyond eye color and 

skin tone, eye shape also plays a huge role in       

defining what kind of shadow and liner look best 

on you. Whether you have almond, round or 

hooded eyes, these are the tips and tricks you need 

to know in order to get the prettiest peepers       

possible. 

Almond Eyes 

Most eyes are shaped like the ellipsoidal almond nut. To accentuate this eye shape, the trick is 

to use darker shadows to contour the crease and add depth. Begin by applying a soft shimmery 

beige, like Make Up For Ever Eye Shadow in Metallic Light Beige 125, from the lash line to 

the brow bone. Then sweep a matte chocolate brown, like Lancôme Color Design Eye Shadow 

in Fashion Label, into the crease using a windshield-wiper motion. Blend thoroughly and apply 

matte black liner (try Lancôme Artliner) that's slightly flicked out at the end to exaggerate your 

naturally extended shape. 

Hooded Eyes 

Hooded eyes have a monolid appearance, meaning they don't have a discernible eye fold or 

crease. With this eye shape, we are again aiming to create an illusion of depth. Makeup artist 

Nick Barose recommends that those with hooded eyes opt for flattening matte shadow, as    

shimmer may result in a puffy look. ñWith a medium shadow brush, apply a deeper-toned matte 

shadow where the crease would be, making sure you blend away any harsh lines,ò he says. Try 

HOW TO APPLY EYE MAK EUP BASED ON YOUR EYE SHAPE 

http://www.makeup.com/author/adina-zilberman/
http://www.lancome-usa.com/Color-Design/990689,default,pd.html
http://www.lancome-usa.com/Color-Design/990689,default,pd.html
http://www.lancome-usa.com/Artliner/12230,default,pd.html?dwvar_12230_color=Amethyst&start=1&cgid=makeup-liners-pencils
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Urban Decay Eye Shadow in Secret Service to create a soft, believable look. Finish by     

smudging some of the same shadow along the lower lash line and topping it all off with       

mascara to open up the eye and make it look larger. 

Round Eyes 

The round eye has a circular shape and is typically large in size. To soften it and create a more 

exotic appearance, Barose recommends using a liner. "Play down the roundness by only lining 

the upper lash lines and extending the tails out to add length,ò he says. Try: LôOr®al Extra-

Intense Liquid Pencil Eyeliner in Black, which doesn't run or smudge. 

Small Eyes 

The trick to making petite eyes look larger is not to "make defined lines because it will          

accentuate the eyeôs small size," Barose says. "Lines made on the eye should be slightly 

blurred.ò Barose recommends lining around the eyes with a kohl pencil, like YSL Dessin Du 

Regard Crayon Yeux Haute Tenue, focusing more on the outer corners. Then smudge it with a 

Q-tip for a softer effect. 

Large Eyes 

Use deeper matte shades to tone down a sizable stare, since sparkly ones can catch light and 

open up the eye, says Barose. First draw a thick line on the top lid with a black pencil, like 

Giorgio Armani Smooth Silk Eye Pencil in 4-black. Then use a pencil-shaped brush to smudge 

it into the lash line and over the lid. Use the same liner on the lower inner rims, connecting the 

top and bottom line on the inner and outer corners to close up large eyes even more. 

Droopy Eyes 

Whether the result of aging or genetics, there are ways to perk up sagging eyelids with the 

proper placement of your makeup. Begin by applying a light shade of shadow on the inner    

corner of the lids. Next lift the eyes by sweeping a brown shadow in the creases (try Maybelline 

ExpertWear Eyeshadow Single in Nutmeg). Then apply a sweep of black liquid liner on the  

upper lids while "slightly lifting the line at the tails," Barose says. By applying a light hue to the 

inner corners, deepening the creases and flicking up the liner at the ends, you are instantly    

creating the illusion of more lifted, more awake eyes. 

http://www.lorealparisusa.com/_us/_en/default.aspx#/#/?page=top{userdata//d+d//|diagnostic|main:pdp//objectid+Cos40_1//{pdp_tab:pdp_overview//objectid+Cos40_1//}|media:_blank|nav|overlay:_blank}
http://www.lorealparisusa.com/_us/_en/default.aspx#/#/?page=top{userdata//d+d//|diagnostic|main:pdp//objectid+Cos40_1//{pdp_tab:pdp_overview//objectid+Cos40_1//}|media:_blank|nav|overlay:_blank}
http://www.yslbeautyus.com/Dessin-Du-Regard-Crayon-Yeux-Haute-Tenue/511YSL,default,pd.html
http://www.yslbeautyus.com/Dessin-Du-Regard-Crayon-Yeux-Haute-Tenue/511YSL,default,pd.html
http://www.giorgioarmanibeauty-usa.com/smooth-silk-eye-pencil/A054,default,pd.html?dwvar_A054_color=3%20-%20navy&start=5&cgid=eyeliner
http://www.maybelline.com/Products/Eye-Makeup/Eye-Shadow/ExpertWear-Eyeshadow-Singles.aspx#shadedetails
http://www.maybelline.com/Products/Eye-Makeup/Eye-Shadow/ExpertWear-Eyeshadow-Singles.aspx#shadedetails
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by Karina Giglio        

 

Breaking up is hard to do, even when the relationship is just plain 

ugly. Case in point: Bad makeup trends that are the beauty   

equivalent of drunk-dialingðwomen keep going back to them in 

moments of weakness, while everyone around them is left       

wondering ñwhat is she thinking?ò 

Talon nails 

Itôs all fun and games until someone loses an eye, which is well within the realm of possibilities 

when youôre sporting Freddie Kreuger-esque fingernails. ñYour nails should be sexy and    

functional, not a scary safety hazard,ò says DC-based makeup artist FeliceSkye. Wake up from 

the nightmare once and for all, and clip those things. 

Overplucked eyebrows 

ñOverplucked brows are one of the worst things you can do to your face,ò says FeliceSkye. 

ñAre you sad, surprised, villainous, or having issues with your thyroid?ò Seriously, back away 

from the tweezers. Even Pam Anderson did. 

Bronzer overdose 

When youôre applying bronzer, the goal should be to look as though you have a sun-kissed 

glow, not like you're the newest cast member on Jersey Shore. To avoid looking Snookified, 

pick a bronzer thatôs one to two shades darker than your natural skin tone, and know when to 

say when. 

Pastel eye shadow 

Leave the spackled-on pink, violet, and baby blues for the Easter Bunny, and if you must go 

pastel, adjust your application technique. ñThese colors actually look fresh and modern when 

MAKEUP TRENDS THAT STILL HAVENôT DIED. WHY? WHY? WHY? 

http://www.makeup.com/author/karina-giglio/
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theyôre used one at a time and applied as a soft, sheer wash of color below the crease ,ò explains 

FeliceSkye. 

Frosty lipstick 

Weôre not sure what the most appealing thing about this look is: the fact that it makes your teeth 

look yellow, or your lips look corpse-like and crusty. The bottom line: Lips should look        

luscious and dewey, not dead. Opt for subtle shimmer and a lively pop of gloss instead. 

Rhondaôs Ramblings 

Busted 
 

I am in St. Pete and decided to meet a TG friend at the Metropolitan       

Community church. I was running late and drove a bit faster than I should 

have. (My GPS had me thinking I was in a 40 mph zone but the officer      

informed me it actually was 35; I was going 48.)  

 

Unfortunately for me, I had forgotten to transfer my driver's license and registration from wallet 

to purse... first time in my life driving without a license, and wouldn't you know I'd get caught, 

en fem no less?? In my best fem voice I pleaeded for leniency. The officer took a good half 

hour before returning to my car. I envisioned the dilemma he must have had. Without ID, in a 

rental car I did not own, and presenting as a woman, I could have been anyone, and if he 

checked me out under my male name, (which I gave, but my first name could be either sex) he 

would have seen a male's picture, which looks nothing like Rhonda.  

 

As I waited for what seemed an eternity, I was rather sure I'd be arrested for grand auto theft. At 

the very least I figured he'd have me remove wig or other items to prove I was the person      

pictured. It was all I could do not to pee in my panties imagining the dire outcomes possible. 

But none of that happened. I eventually got off with 2 warnings: no license, and speeding. I 

could not believe my fortune; as a male I have NEVER failed to get a ticket when stopped!  

Possibly he was influenced by the fact I pointed out to him that my GPS clearly showed a 40 

mph speed limit, and I doubt I would have been stopped if going less than 10 mph over. Maybe 

he just felt that I made his day and was returning the favor. But still, I can't believe my good 

fortune, considering the trouble he could have caused me. What a great opportunity he had for 

pulling me into the station to brag about his catch of the day! 

 

I eventually got to the church and enjoyed what was left of the service. It was packed with 

about 500 attendees. Like all MCCs it was warmly welcoming. Unlike most it is well endowed, 

in more ways than one; this area has a high mortality rate, and churches benefit. The service and 

surroundings definitely showed the benefits of what can be done by a church not financially   

impaired. It is definitely worth a visit if anyone gets over this way! 
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Transgendered In Romania 
Part 2 
By: Diane Catalina 

 

I think before continuing my story it will be helpful to explain a little bit the Romanian  

historical and political context even if this wasn't my intention, but I think it will help  

understand the story. 

 

I'll continue keeping titles here so maybe at some moment in time Barbara Jean will really want 

to extract some relevant information from this story and post in the PTG magazine.  

 

Romanian historical and political context 
 

After the World War II and until 1990 Romania was a communist country under Russian  

control. Romania was ruled by a bunch of uneducated people (less than 4 classes of education 

or completely analphabet) who promoted brutal force and ignorance over culture and  

intelligence and skills. it was an easy way for a small bunch of people to maintain control over a 

whole nation. 

 

Now you know that ignorance and brutality go very well together with racism and homophobia 

and all the rest. Therefore during that period homosexuality was punished with imprisonment 

and therefore it was non-existent. There was absolutely no trace of any visible behavior and  

nobody even pronounced the word. it simply didn't exist. I don't remember when I heard the 

word for the first time but it might have been after the revolution. Not to speak about  

transsexuals, this is a word I found from the internet.  

 

In 1990 a strange revolution changed the dictatorial communist regime into a splendid  

democracy. Well I wish it was so easy but obviously the 50 years of ignorance and fear and 

hunger left deep traces in the people's minds. The old dictatorial structures were still very  

powerful and took control over the country once again using the new democratic instruments 

they had to work with. The results continued to be catastrophic and the ignorance of the citizens 

grew even deeper.  

 

However the European Union decided they needed to integrate Romania into the Union since it 

is a big country and it represents a very good market for them to sell their products. There was 

only one problem: Romanians didn't have any money to buy those products and they also didn't 

have any idea how to gain this money after 50 years of communism when somebody else  

decided what everybody was doing and what was supposed to eat and when to eat.  

 

This wasn't a problem, the European Union decided they lend us money so that we can buy 

their products and then we will pay them back. Not a word about how we could make the 

money. Romanians started frenetically buying all the things they missed during the 50 years of 

communism. A very few of us started working and learning and building carriers. The others 

just asked for social help and borrowed money and bought things. Therefore the situation got 

worse in spite of new cars and new TV sets and new furniture and mobile phones and all the 
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rest. And the education system collapsed completely.  

 

Now of course, as members of the European Union we had to agree with a lot of rules,  

including the rules against homophobia and sexuality discrimination.  

 

But people's minds do not change just because someone asks them to change. Of course we 

don't have anymore punishments for sexual deviations, of course we are not allowed to make 

public declarations against minorities of any kind because we are now civilized people.  

 

Public persons try to obey the rules but then at some moment they stop and say: "the hell with 

this political correctness imposed on us. We know homosexuals are sick persons and we don't 

want them among us and near our children". And almost everybody agrees, following the 50 

years pattern.  

 

And then it becomes clear to them that homosexuality and all the deviations were brought in 

Romania by western imperialists and Americans after 1990 since before this date, as I men-

tioned before, there was not a trace of this. And of course this cannot be related to the fact that 

at the time it was punished with imprisonment. No, this is because Romanians always had 

strong and straight ancestors with no kind of deviations and with powerful religious beliefs.  

Deviations must come from decadent western cultures.  

 

So this is the context I currently have to deal with. Although officially we did some progress 

toward tolerance, people are still strongly influenced by the past. Currently there is only one TV 

presenter who openly declared himself as homosexual and at the beginning I thought he was 

just faking, so unbelievable it was even to me for someone to openly declare it.  

 

There is also an organisation for homosexuals rights and their members are permanently  

harassed and attacked. But there is no transsexuals organization of any kind, even on internet. I 

never saw a TS or cross-dresser on the streets, ever. This would really be dangerous. I know of 

only one Romanian TS working as a prostitute in Germany. She came back to Romania,  

participated in a TV show where presenters were ridiculing her (although she was looking very 

feminine after many operations in Germany) and then that night she was attacked on her way 

home by some hooligans and she ended in hospital.  

 

Therefore I never ever went out en femme, assault would not be a possibility but a certainty 

unless I could somehow fully pass as a woman, and unfortunately I do not.  

 

I do travel a lot and I saw transsexuals in Amsterdam, in Milan - Italy, in San Francisco, Las 

Vegas and Los Angeles. However I never tried going out en femme even during my travels to 

these wonderful towns. At the moment anyway I do not have anymore cross-dressing desires, 

but instead the need to be a woman grows and grows. It must be the effect of hormones.  

 

Now please don't get me wrong, there are wonderful and brilliant and tolerant people in  

Romania as well, and there are ignorant and intolerant people in any other country including 

US, the only difference is the percentage of nice people in the whole population. And  

unfortunately in Romania the percentage of decent people is terribly low.  
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Even if I am one of the best IT specialists in Romania and also well known around the world, 

even if I am a good colleague and a good neighbor and a good father and husband, no matter 

how respected I am today, if I would come out as transsexual, all of this would disappear in that 

very second and I would become a sick freak at once. People would suddenly move away from 

me to avoid getting infected by this disease, not thinking even one second that I was the exact 

same freak yesterday, and the day before, and every single day of my entire damn life.  

 

This slowly kills me since I have this terrible feeling that I will not be able to keep all of this 

inside me for long. And I currently cannot see any solution and I terribly fear that my whole 

world will collapse and I am quite sure I couldn't survive this. Therefore I was following your 

stories and the ones from another group TsDoItYourself trying to understand where all of this 

could lead, knowing of course that your cultural environment is not similar to mine. And I envy 

yours, at least it gives a chance of a compromise solution, my environment is merciless.  

 

But about all of these, maybe in the next episode if you can still bear it.  

 

Hugs,  

Diana Catalina.  

The Exploits of Barbara Marie 
A FOLLOW UP TO MY MILITARY BALL  

 

BY  

 

Barbara Marie Davidson 

 

After attending the 50th Anniversary of the Military Officers association in Savannah, GA 

I was headed back to Savannah for another ñBallò. This one  was the 211th anniversary of 

the Savannah Volunteer Guards of which I have been a member of for about 25 years To 

be a member of this group, one has to have been in the National Guard and or retired 

from active service or honorably discharged. (I was 6 years National Guard and 20 years 

active duty retiring in 1989.) The menu was steak, a quite large crab cake, salad, as well as 

Tea or coffee or water.  Of course there was the usual ñopen Barò Since I had just worn 

the blue and white dress the week before, I decided that it was time to break out the  

Tangerine colored dress.  I did not have to have help in getting into or out of it and it fit 

me perfectly.  Received many compliments on this one as well. Both f these dresses were 

fun to wear. 

 

A week after this adventure to Savannah, I was again on my back down to Savannah on 

Friday evening as I was headed to the Air National Guard Training base for an annual 

ñPig Pickingò.  The Savannah Association of the Flying National Guardsmen has put the 

event in the past for years.  Again I was a member of this group in the mid to late sixties 

as an Aeromedic and was on flying status for 4 ½ years before going in the Navy.  When I 

went into the Navy, I went from an E-5 to an O-1 and 20 years later, retired as an 0-4 20 
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years later in 1989 n They roaster 3 pigs that I know ofas by the time I got to the food  

table , the 3rd pig was being put out.  There was also an open bar so every one including 

yours truly was enjoying the evening. I was dressed casually in caprice and a v-neck top 

with a light sweater and sandals.  There were only about 6 or 8 ladies there including 

yours truly.   There was coleslaw, rolls and banana pudding to go with the pig.  I was 

home by 1045.. 

 

  Saturday after noon, I left the nail shop at 1540 to go home, freshen up my makeup and 

change clothes as I decided on a black cocktail dress with off black stockings and black 

heels.  When I got to my car, I found that my window wipers had been vandalized and one 

on them was shoved into the other one and I had to physically separate the blades.  Since 

it was beginning to rain, I went to Advance Auto Parts, played the innocent ñfemaleò and 

got two new blades installed on the spot by a very nice young employee, for $25.00.  Then 

I went home changed clothes and was off to Savannah for the 227th anniversary of the 

Chatham artillery which started with an open bar cocktail hour that also included several 

punch bowls of the Chatham Artillery punch, that is 4 parts alcohol and 1 part water cut 

with a case of champagne.   Dinner was prime rib; bake potato, green beans, a salad, 

choice of beverages and individual cream cheese tarts.  I won the door prize for my table, 

which was the centerpiece on the table.  However, I gave it to one of the couples sitting at 

the table. There was another couple at our table and as I was talking with the young lady, 

who was from Statesboro where I live now, it got to be a small world in a hurry.  I knew 

her mom as I worked with her when I first came to Statesboro.  Her mom is now director 

the Hospice group here in the area now. 

 

  Of note, The Chatham Artillery punch is very similar to Fish House punch or the 

Charleston Light Infantry Punch. The recipe is listed below. 

 

Artillery Punch  

1 ½ gal red wine       1 ½ gal tea ½ gal rum 1 Qt gin 1 Qt Brandy 

1 Qt Bourbon or Rye whisky ½ pt Benedictine 2 ½ lb brown sugar 

Juice from 1 ½ oranges Juice from 1 ½ lemons 1 Large bottle of Cherries, 

1 case champagne 12 qts ginger ale 

  

Combine all of the above except the last two in a large pot and cover. Let sit 48 hours or longer 

and bottle. Cut ½ gallon of mix with a bottle of champagne.  Stretch it with a bottle of ginger 

ale. Watch out for the cherries. Recipe as written makes approximately 5 gallons before adding 

the champagne or ginger ale. 

 

My great grandfather was in the wholesale - retail liquor business during the War  

between the States in Savannah.  He was also a captain in the Chatham artillery.  He use 

to provide the ñSPIRITSò for the punch. Neither my grandfather nor my father were  

eligible for the Chatham. I was A medic in the National Guard unit that was flying the 

Chatham colors at the time.  I have been a member of the Chatham for over 30 years now 

 

On another note, The professor at Georgia Southern who teaches psychology invited the 

ñgroupò to come back for another class last month. She actually teaches Human Sexuality 



 16 

and Psychology of Gender.  This time there were four of us, as one of the wives came 

down from Atlanta to give a wifeôs point of view on her husbands cross dressing.  She is 

actually the Vice President of the group and her husband was the Secretary.  On Monday 

night last, I went to a GSA (Gay Straight Alliance) picnic for Georgia Southern students.  

While I was there, I met one of the Professors that teaches sociology and her family.  She 

mentioned that she might like to have us come give a class to her students as well. She said 

she would be back in touch.  It is all about Outreach. 

 

Since next week is mothers day, I want to wish all of your  spouses or significant others a 

very happy Mothers Day.  Be kind to them, Love them and remember who the most  

importand woman is in your life.. Mine passed away in 2006 after 39 yeas of marriage. 

Tasiôs Musings, June, 2013 

 

Greetings from Merida.  
What is one of the first things that you think of when you think of  

Mexicoé.Why, Tequila, of course. This drink made from the blue 

agave plant grown in the area surrounding the city of Tequila, 40 miles 

northwest of Guadalahara, and in the highlands of Jalisco state, is  

without a doubt the drink of choice in Mexico and around the world. 

 

What is interesting is that modernization has not come to the production 

of this all important plant. Planting, tending, and harvesting the agave 

plant remains a manual effort, largely unchanged by modern farm ma-

chinery and relying on centuries-old know-how. The men who harvest 

it, the jimadores [xima'Ħoὸes], have intimate knowledge of how the 

plants should be cultivated, passed down from generation to generation. Tequila is normally 

drinken straight without lime and salt and sometimes with Sangria. And for those that have 

heard about the tequila worm, itôs a myth and a marketing gimmick. A lot more details are here. 

 

Now I think you should know that there are other rather innovative 

uses for tequila including: 

 Synthetic bauble ï when 80-proof tequila blanco was combined 

with a silicon or stainless steel substrate, it resulted in the  

formation of diamond films 

Alternative energy source - gassing up our cars with tequila.  

Scientists identified agave, as a potential biofuel source 

 

Cold remedy -. In the 1930s, doctors in Mexico recommended the 

following concoction to fight off a cold: 

.5 ounce of tequila blanco 

.5 ounce of agave nectar (to eliminate bacteria and soothe sore throats) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA_for_Spanish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tequila
http://phys.org/news145255770.html
http://www.earthyreport.com/site/tequila-could-be-next-biofuel
http://www.examiner.com/article/tequila-shots-the-cure-and-knockout
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.5 ounce of fresh lime juice (for Vitamin C) 

 

Weight-loss supplement - Agave has long been promoted for its ability to help dissolve fats 

and lower cholesterol. The bad news? These properties get a bit diluted when the plant is 

distilled into alcohol. Even more so when its whipped into a sugary margarita. 

 

Sleep aid - Relaxation is one of the positive side effects of tequila drinking; a small amount  

before bedtime can help you fall asleep faster and sleep more soundly. 

Colon cleanser - Researchers at Mexico's University of Guadalajara have identified the blue 

agave as a potentially helpful source for delivering drugs to the colon in order to treat colitis, 

IBS, Crohn's disease, and even cancer and lastly 

Diabetes preventative - In 2010, experiments conducted at Mexico's Polytechnic Institute of 

Guanajuato revealed that the agave plant (which is high in fructans, a fructose polymer) 

could stimulate the GLP-1 hormone, aiding in increased insulin production. 

 

TEQUILA 

 

In the News  

 
Billionaire Sir Richard Branson does Drag.  

Richard Branson, founder and chairman of the Virgin 

Group and real life Scrooge McDuck, lost a bet to fellow 

wacky billionaire, Tony Fernandes and the result is  

Lindsay Lohan in 10 years if she doesnôt take care of  

herself. The question of the day was why shave the legs 

and not the beard. 

 

Groundbreaking LGBT research angers religious conservatives. The EUôs Agency for          

Fundamental Rights presented the results of two yearsô research into the discrimination and  

violence experienced by lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people in the EU and Croatia. 

The LGBT survey received over 93,000 validated responses from LGBT people through a    

secured questionnaire. The data was processed and analysed by Gallup Europe. Conservative 

religious groups such as the US-based Catholic Family & Human Rights Institute were critical 

of   the survey, 

Transgender rights are not about men wanting to go into womenôs restrooms. This is not   

something you will often see, a New York State Assemblyman  sticking up for the rights of the 

transgender community. Watch the video. 

 

Speech style influences perception of gender.  New research discovers a personôs style of 

speech determines whether a listener perceives the speaker to be male or female. The new   

http://naturalhealthremedies.org/can-tequila-really-be-healthy
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2007-03/acs-tri031207.php
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2007-03/acs-tri031207.php
http://www.endocrineweb.com/news/diabetes/1437-can-tequila-treat-diabetes
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=hGJZSDBIo08
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/travelnews/8199194/Sir-Richard-Branson-to-serve-as-air-stewardess-after-losing-bet.html
http://fra.europa.eu/en
http://fra.europa.eu/en
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2013/eu-lgbt-survey-european-union-lesbian-gay-bisexual-and-transgender-survey-results
http://fra.europa.eu/en/event/2013/presenting-findings-largest-ever-lgbt-hate-crime-and-discrimination-survey
http://www.gallup-europe.be/
http://www.c-fam.org/
http://www.turtlebayandbeyond.org/2013/eu-fundamental-rights-agency/eu-fundamental-rights-agency-bogus-lgbt-survey-yields-bogus-result/
http://www.lgbtqnation.com/2013/05/transgender-rights-are-not-about-men-wanting-to-go-into-womens-restrooms/
http://psychcentral.com/news/2013/01/07/speech-style-influences-perception-of-gender/50118.html
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finding suggests that gender perception is influenced by more than just the pitch of his or her 

voice. According to University of Colorado - Boulder researchers who studied transgender  

people transitioning from female to male, the way people pronounce their ñsò sounds and the 

amount of resonance they use when speaking contributes to the perception of gender 

'Man hands' bad news for beauty business.  Something we donôt think much about but it    

sometimes effects our image and can be an insidious form of discrimination. 

Center on Halsted appoints new transgender community liaison. Center on Halsted, a massive 

LGBT community resource facility on Chicagoôs North Side, announced it has hired a new 

community liaison to lead expansion of the organizationôs programming and outreach specific 

to the transgender community and its allies. Jess Scott, a former restaurant owner who currently 

teaches middle school writing at Chicago Public Schools, said she has agreed to fill the         

volunteer position and will begin work in an official capacity at the Center this week. Scott 

identifies as a transgender woman and has no particular preference for gender pronouns, but 

often uses ñsheò and ñherò for clarity  

Sadie, 11-Year-Old Transgender Girl, Writes Essay In Response To Obama's Inauguration 

Speech.  While many in the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community were thrilled 

with the mentions, an 11-year-old transgender girl named Sadie wondered why the President 

didn't directly address trans people, too. This story is pretty special. 

Books and Movies 

 
35 Years as the Unofficial Photographer of      

Transgender Life.  This is the story of Mariette   

Pathy Allenôs 35-year journey documenting the 

transgender community.  In 1990, Allen published 

her first book, Transformations: Crossdressers and 

Those Who Love Them, a collection of images and 

interviews of what was then a taboo topic. Allen 

didnôt necessarily see the book as one that belonged 

to her, but she said she saw herself as a conduit for 

people who were aching to have their stories told, many of whom 

passed around copies, signing them as if it were a yearbook. 

ñIt did a huge amount of good for the people themselves, and Iôm 

still getting thanked years later,ò Allen said. ñIt saved marriages; 

it was the book they showed their children or parents; it was their 

way of accessing their coming out. It may have helped people 

stay in this world. é It was very moving to me 

 

Is Jenna Talackova the new (transgendered) Mary Tyler 

Moore? You may remember that Jenna Talackova was a Miss 

World beauty contestant who got into a dispute with Donald 

Trump (and won). Sheôs now leading to a new kind of fame. 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/the-press/news/8588343/Man-hands-bad-news-for-beauty-business
http://chicagophoenix.com/2013/04/23/center-on-halsted-appoints-new-transgender-community-liaison/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/01/23/transgender-girl-obama-speech_n_2533298.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/01/22/lgbt-obama-inauguration_n_2528918.html?utm_hp_ref=gay-voices
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/01/22/lgbt-obama-inauguration_n_2528918.html?utm_hp_ref=gay-voices
http://www.slate.com/blogs/behold/2013/05/03/mariette_pathy_allen_the_unofficial_photographer_of_the_transgendered_community.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/behold/2013/05/03/mariette_pathy_allen_the_unofficial_photographer_of_the_transgendered_community.html
http://mariettepathyallen.com/
http://mariettepathyallen.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/052524820X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=052524820X&linkCode=as2&tag=slatmaga-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/052524820X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=052524820X&linkCode=as2&tag=slatmaga-20
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Modeled after the Mary Tyler Moore show decades earlier, Talackovaôs,her hometown of  

Vancouver is being thrown over for a fresh start in Toronto ï the boyfriend of three years exited 

the scene about six months ago ï and itôs all going to be documented in a recently announced 

new E! Canada reality-TV series. Tentatively titled Brave New Girl, its planned eight half-hour 

episodes are set to air in early September. 

 

She's my girl.  A mother tells why her nine year-old child, who was born a boy, should have the 

right to live as a girl. 

 

Golden Divas ï Transvestites in Mexico  This video popped up on my Google alerts and I kept 

it because itôs the first classy video Iôve seen of crossdressers her in Mexico. I donôt know 

where it was filmed but more than likely in Mexico City. 

 

Fashion and Beauty 

 
Fashionista ï I apologize for inventing it. In 1993, an unsuspecting Gia Carangi biographer 

made up a word to collectively refer to the many tiny factions within the 1970s fashion  

industry. Today, it's everywhere. The amusing story of where the word, ñFashionistaò came 

from. 

 

 

Style Tip for Thicker Necks ï Guys often have thick necks. You 

can create a slimming effect with long-length necklaces and those 

with graduated multi-strands.  Don't  wear chokers and scarves tied 

at the neck; they just draw attention to your thicker neck. You can 

also achieve a slimming effect by wearing NO necklace at all 

(keep your neckline open) and wear long dangle earrings instead.   
 

Trendy Plus Size Fashion: Maxi Dresses.  Maxi dresses are a   

wardrobe staple for the spring/summer months and with summer 

here, its time your started to invest in a gorgeous new maxi dress. 

This is an absolutely lovely collection. 

Some quick tips (from RedBook) 

 

Go low-key with the shoes. Flip-flops, flat sandals, and         

low-heeled platforms  in earth-tone are best. 

Fancy it up. Maxidresses look awesome with a little layering. 

Add a denim jacket and a belt for extra style points, 

3 essential undergarments. A convertible bra works with every 

style, and a tank can keep a skimpy dress from feeling too 

bare. Full coverage underwear (unlike a thong) prevents the 

weirdly common maxidress wedgie. 

If you have a curvy figure (wearing a c cup or larger ladies) cap 

sleeves beautifully cover bra straps. 

http://video.dailytelegraph.com.au/2384339125/Shes-my-girl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=abNV3Xy1gBk&list=FLRdbEm85Y7HQ3f7dr6aXqug
http://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2013/04/i-apologize-for-inventing-the-word-fashionista-20-years-ago/275048/
http://www.femalefirst.co.uk/shopping/trendy-plus-size-fashion-for-women-maxi-dresses-289699.html
http://www.redbookmag.com/beauty-fashion/tips-advice/best-maxi-dresses-for-body-type#slide-2
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" Essentials for Any Women's Wardrobe & Style Over Age 40ò.  This lady knows what sheôs 

talking about. Her ñAsk Aleighaò episodes on YouTube are some of the most popular on You 

Tube and her advice is usually spot on 

See Ya, Bikinis! One-piece Swimsuits Poised for a Takeover.  Dieting and exercising are     

perhaps the most popular New Years Resolutions, but don't worry if you've indulged on a few 

too many holiday treats this year. Swimsuits are already trickling onto retail shelves and the 

spotlight is on one-piece swimwear, not bikinis. Yes, that extra inch to pinch around your 

tummy can potentially remain hidden all year now.  

 

Plus size women's clothing tips -  How to stretch your wardrobe.  While this is largely a Ulla 

popken commercial, there are some good tips in here. Learn how to stretch your wardrobe and 

put together outfits using these mix and match ideas.  

 

Black & White Vs. Color. This is fantastic! But nothing to do with fashion. Just amazing to 

watch. Click on the link below. A multitude of pictures, first in black and white, then in color. 

What a colorful world we live in and take for granted every day. Black and white is dramatic, 

but color ...wow! Click here: Colors Courtesy of Helenôs Hideaway. 

Just Something Special 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bEbJ0biqj4k
http://shine.yahoo.com/fashion/see-ya-bikinis-one-piece-swimsuits-poised-takeover-222000048.html
http://yhoo.it/WiXFei
http://yhoo.it/Xs9Xr3
http://yhoo.it/Vdribm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LRRHZRceApM
http://www.greatdanepro.com/Just%20Colors/index.htm
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To all the sailors here, youôll want to watch the ORACLE TEAM USA. Hear from the crew 

what it's like to fly their AC72 "17" on foils, sometimes at speeds of over 40 knots, and         

experience the sensational acceleration from onboard. 

 

Humor 
Jordan Wieleba - The Benefits of Womanhood.   Comedian Jordan Wieleba talks about the   

advantages of becoming a woman. Filmed live at Wit's End Comedy Club (Westminster, CO) 

on 10-20-12 

 

How Sam came to own Sofia the First. Listen to this exchange between a Dad defending his 

sonôs choice of a movie and the surprise ending. We need more Dads like this 

 

So until next month 

 

HugsééTasi 

Scientists discover 'transsexual gene' that makes men feel 

like women 
By Daily Mail Reporter 

 

Transsexual men who 'feel' female are likely to have an unusual version of a gene that affects 

the male sex hormone testosterone, a study has shown. 

 

The discovery was made by scientists who examined DNA from 112 male-to-female  

transsexuals. 

 

Israeli singer Dana International: Recent research shows that  

transsexuals like Dana are likely to have an unusual version of a 

gene that affects the hormone testosterone 

 

In many cases there was a longer version of a gene known to  

modify the action of testosterone. 

 

The alteration may 'under-masculinise' the brain during its  

development in the womb, the researchers believe. 

 

Study leader Dr Vincent Harley, from Prince Henry's Institute in 

Clayton, Australia, said:'There is a social stigma that  

transsexualism is simply a lifestyle choice; however, our findings 

support a biological basis of how gender identity develops. 

 

'As with all genetic association studies it will be important to replicate these findings in other 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6dnOlE9sjk&feature=youtu.be
http://psychcentral.com/news/2013/01/07/speech-style-influences-perception-of-gender/50118.html
http://www.advocate.com/youth/2013/04/16/read-dads-touching-facebook-post-defense-his-sons-princess-dvd
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=y&authornamef=Daily+Mail+Reporter
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populations.' 

 

The findings are published in the journal Biological Psychiatry. 

 

Professor Andrew Sinclair, from the University of Melbourne, said: 'This research suggests that 

extra long copies of the Androgen Receptor gene potentially affect testosterone function in the 

brains of male-to-female transsexuals. 

 

'These defective copies of the AR gene could severely reduce normal testosterone levels,  

resulting in a more female-like brain. Consequently, male-to-female transsexuals might be  

expected to have a more feminised brain and are therefore likely to display a female gender 

identity. 

 

'This supports the notion that transsexualism has a biological (genetic) basis rather than being 

due to psychosocial factors in early childhood. 

 

'However, this finding does not explain all male-to-female transsexuals suggesting that multiple 

genetic factors are involved.'  


