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Negativity 

 
An Editorial by: Barbara Jean 

 

 

 

In a 1979 trial of Dan White for the murder of Harvey Milk and Mayor George Mascone,  

lawyers argued that he suffered diminished capacity from eating too much sugery foods, 

ñTwinkies.ò 

 

In the trial of those who killed Matthew Sheppard lawyers argued that because they were in the 

presence of a gay person the defendants feared it would make them gay. 

 

Today Pfc Bradley Manning, aka Chelsea Manning who was convicted of turning over military 

secrets to wiki leaks claims that being transgendered and not receiving help from the army 

caused him to have diminished capacity. 

 

Does anybody see where I am going with all this? 

 

Now remember about a year ago a federal judge ordered the state of Massachusetts to pay for 

convicted killer Michelle Kosilek sexual reassignment surgery.  And today I also read where in 

England a convicted burglar by the name of Jasmine Goode was given a £20,000 sex reassign-

ment surgery while in prison claims that it was worth it to taxpayers, but that the NHS is wast-

ing money treating cancer patients. 

 

There is no question that bad news will travel faster than good news.  News medias will be 

much quicker to print the bad news and put it up front than the good news.  To see good news 

put on the front page of the paper, or a headline in a TV newscast is almost non-existant.   

Couple this with bigotry and misunderstanding of any particular group of people and you can 

see where all this can have a very bad impact on our community. 

 

The pastor of my former church in Memphis once said When stop discriminating against the 

gays, he feared that the next group to face discrimination would have it far worst than the gays 

did.  Vice President Joe Biden once said that the transgendered would be the next civil rights 

issue. 

 

As members of the transgender community we find ourselves facing discrimination on a daily 

basis.  Even Kristin Beck, the former Navy Seal, decorated war hero, a member of the group 

that took down Osama Bin Laden, has found herself facing discrimination for being  

transgendered.  Simple things like using the bathroom can be a problem for us, we hear sneers 

and lewd remarks from people, and finding or keeping a job can be a problem for many of us.  
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Only a small percentage of those who desire SRS are able to amass the funds needed for  

everything. 

 

How do we combat this negative press, how do we change public perception of the  

transgendered? 

 

Some of us feel that the whole issue behind Pvt. Manning will disappear in a few months.  

Maybe so, but I think we as a community can do much to combat the impact of the negativity 

the people like Pvt. Manning has caused for us.  When we are enfemme, do we not try and  

emulate the feminine as best as we can?  At least OUR idea of what feminine is.  For me I have 

always said that being feminine means being caring, compassionate, and concerned about  

others.  Femininity represents gentleness. 

 

We need to become more involved in community action that is helping our fellow neighbors.  

Many of us may have seen or heard about ñWalk a Mile In My Shoesò an event where men will 

don high heels and walk a mile to raise awareness to domestic violence.  What if we were to do 

something like this, not just raising awareness, but raising money for a shelter for battered 

women?  Yes do it in full feminine regalia, letting it be known that you are transgendered.  One 

of the things I do here in Las Vegas is help with my church food bank, and yes, people do  

recognize that I am actually a male, and yet I am the one who generally hands the people their 

bag of food. 

 

Check with your local community, what organizations are there that would welcome your  

volunteer help?  As more of us are doing volunteer work, helping our neighbors and our  

community, more and more people will see that one bad apple does not ruin the entire barrel. 

A Boys' Camp to Redefine Gender 
By David Rosenberg 

 

Over the past three years, photogra-

pher Lindsay Morris has been documenting a 

four-day camp for gender nonconforming 

boys and their parents. 

 

The camp, ñYou Are Youò (the name has 

been changed to protect the privacy of the 

children and is also the name of Morrisô  

series), is for ñParents who donôt have a  

gender-confirming 3-year-old who wants to 

wear high heels and prefers to go down the 

pink aisle in K-Mart and not that nasty dark 

boysô aisle,ò Morris said with a laugh. 

 

It is also a place for both parents and children to feel protected in an environment that  

encourages free expression. 

 

http://www.slate.com/authors.david_rosenberg.html
http://lindsaymorris.viewbook.com/
http://lindsaymorris.viewbook.com/you-are-you
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ñ[The kids] donôt have to look over their shoulders, and they can let down their guard. Those 

are four days when none of that matters, and they are surrounded by family members who  

support them,ò Morris said. 

 

Morris has stated that her photographic goal for the project is ñto represent the spirit of these 

boys as they shine.ò Some of the ways in which the kids shine is through the talent and fashion 

shows at camp that are popular and for which the campers come well-prepared. 

 

ñSome practice for the talent show all year, and others create their own gowns with their  

mothers or friends of the family,ò Morris said. ñThe focus and enthusiasm is really pretty  

incredible. Also, it can be very emotional for the parents, especially the families who are new to 

camp and are experiencing this kind of group acceptance for the very first time.ò 

 

In this supportive environment, the children express 

themselves freely. 

 
 

 

 

 

 Left: A child shows off his favorite nightgown. 

Right: Throughout the weekend, campers apply,  

remove, and reapply makeup, and wardrobe changes 

are constant. 

Children socialize outside the barn 

that serves as a performance center 

at the camp. 


